
MEDIATOR BIOGRAPHY 
 
BERNARD H. MCLAUGHLIN, JR. - B.A. Political Science and History, Louisiana State University, 

J.D. Louisiana State University Law School. Member, LSU Law Review. Graduate, Judge Advocate 

General School, Basic and Advanced Officer Course, Charlottesville, VA, graduate, Combined Arms and 

Services Staff College, Ft. Leavenworth, KS. Graduate with honors, U.S. Army Command & General 

Staff College. Colonel, United States Army (Retired), Parachute badges include Royal Thai Army 

parachute badge, Russian parachute badge, Israeli Defense Forces parachutist badge, Royal Jordanian 

Army parachute badge. Environmental law professor at McNeese State University, 1984-1986.  

International law instructor for U.S. Department of State ATAP (Anti-Terrorism Assistance Program) 

Program, 1995-1997. Certified mediator in Louisiana, with over 3,800 cases mediated in Louisiana, 

Texas, Tennessee, New Mexico, Arkansas, Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, Pennsylvania, Ohio and 

Kentucky. Currently engaged in the practice of law as a full-time mediator in Lake Charles specializing in 

insurance and personal injury, admiralty and maritime, 18-wheeler, railroad, premises liability, products 

liability, government liability, medical malpractice, architect and contractor liability, pharmaceutical and 

medical device, aviation, oilfield remediation, environmental, oil and gas, sexual harassment and 

discrimination, toxic exposure, health care and business/corporate mediation. Author: Current Trends in 

Oil and Gas Mineral Leases and Operating Agreements, 26 La. Mineral Law Institute 186 (1979), Co-

Ownership and Partition of Mineral Rights in Louisiana, 27 La. Mineral Law Institute 234 (1980), The 

Law of Water Bottoms, 36 La. Mineral Law Institute 1 (1989), Tactics and Defense of Superfund Suits, 

For the Defense (Defense Research Institute), (April 1983), Constitutional Dilemmas in Computer Fraud 

Law (JAG School, thesis 1992). Served on active duty with U.S. Army during Operation Desert Storm 

(1990-91) as a Judge Advocate Officer with 5th Infantry Division, 2nd Armored Division, and III Corps; 

active duty in September-October 1995 with V Corps planning staff in Europe handling international 

legal issues; involved in Operation Joint Endeavor in Croatia and Bosnia; Joint Task Force Bravo 

(Operation New Horizons) in Belize April 1997 (humanitarian and military aid mission, improved 

country infrastructure by building/ improving schools, medical clinics, roads, etc.). Joint Task Force 

Aguan (Operation Restore Hope - repair bridges, schools, clinics damaged by Hurricane Mitch) - 

Honduras March-April 1999; Operations Noble Eagle and Enduring Freedom (homeland defense and 

terrorist interdiction) September 2001-present. Operation Iraqi Freedom 2004-2005 (TF 134, 

CENTCOM/Green Zone, Baghdad; awarded The Bronze Star Medal).  Admitted to practice in all state 

and federal courts in Louisiana, Federal Courts for the Eastern and Southern Districts of Texas, Fifth 

Circuit and Eleventh Circuit Courts of Appeal of the United States Courts of Appeals, all military trial 

courts, U.S. Court of Military Appeals, U.S. Court of Military Review, United States Court of Armed 

Forces Appeals, United States Court of Veterans Appeals, and United States Supreme Court. Member, 



The Association for Conflict Resolution; Fellow, American College Civil Trial of Mediators; Fellow, 

National Academy of Distinguished Neutrals; Fellow, International Academy of Mediators. Certified 

EEOC mediator.  Resides in Lake Charles. AV rating (Martindale-Hubbell). Best Lawyers in America 

2011- 2014 in the fields of Mediation and Arbitration.  

 

McLaughlin Mediation 
713 Kirby Street 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 70602 
 

Phone: 337-310-1609 

Cell: 337-304-1531                                       

E-mails: bernard.h.mclaughlin@us.army.mil 

     bernie@mclaughlinmediators.com 

MEDIATION PAPERS PRESENTED 
      
1. “We Have Not Yet Begun to Fight” - Maritime Mediation Tips - Eighth Annual Admiralty 

Symposium, September 8, 2000 
 
2. “Effective Participation in Mediation” - Louisiana Association of Defense Counsel Attorney-

Client Seminar, August 11, 2000 
 
3. “Helping the Mediator Settle Your Employment Law Case” - LSBA Employment 2000 

Seminar, August 25, 2000 
 
4. “Winning Million Dollar Cases – The Anatomy of a Mass Tort Case” - Southern Law 

University Symposium, March 31, 2001 
 
5. “Employment Law Mediation” – Lafayette Parish Bar Association Seminar,  
 November 29, 2001 
 
6. “Hot Mediation Issues” – Jackson Barracks, New Orleans, C.L.E., December 28, 2001 
 
7. “Mediation Issues” – Claims Seminar - Cedar Rapids, Iowa, April 29-30, 2002 
 
8. “Mediating the Complex Case” – Jackson Barracks, New Orleans, C.L.E,  
 December 19, 2002 
 
9. “Mediating the Maritime Case” – 11th Annual Admiralty Symposium, New Orleans, September 

5, 2003 
 
10. “Negotiations in Mediation” –  Jackson Barracks, New Orleans, C.L.E, December 19, 2003 
 
 
11. “Negotiation at the Front Lines: ADR Ammo From Battle-Scarred Vets” –  Louisiana State 

University, Baton Rouge, April 30, 2004 
 



12. “War Stories From the Trenches” – What Works and What Doesn’t in Mediating 
Employment Cases”  –  Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, August 26, 2005 

 
13. “Calming the Perfect Storm - Mediation of Employment Cases” – Louisiana State University, 

Baton Rouge, March 10, 2006 
 
14. “Successfully Mediating a Personal Injury Case: Tips From the Pros” – Louisiana State 

University, Baton Rouge, March 31, 2006 
 
15. "Successful Negotiations and Negotiation Tactics" - LA Farm Bureau Claims Conference, 

Sandestin, FL, August 2-5, 2007 
 
16. "Mediation Tactics - Good & Bad" - Association of American Railroads-General Claims 

Conference, Williamsburg, VA, September 26-28, 2007 
 
17. 15th Admiralty Symposium- New Orleans, November 20, 2008 
 
18. “From Baghdad to the Bayou State” – Rule of Law Conference, New Orleans, May 5, 2009 
 
19. “Federal Court Mediation Workshop” – Federal Bar Association, New Orleans, September 10, 

2009 
 
20. “Employment Law Update – Resolving Employment Cases: Effective Negotiation 

and Mediation Strategies”-- Sheraton New Orleans, August 19, 2011 
 
21.  “Ethics in Mediation – Thoughts from a Battle-Scarred Veteran” LAMMICO 

Conference—Beau Rivage Resort and Casino, August 9, 2012 
 
22. “Resolving Cases on the High Seas- Litigant Perspective” – 19th Admiralty Symposium- 

Westin New Orleans Canal Place, September 21, 2012 
 
23. “Fort Polk CLE”- Ethics in Mediation and Professionalism- Fort Polk La- November 2013 
 
 
  
 

 
SPECIAL MASTER APPOINTMENTS 

 
Louisiana Fen-Phen Litigation, 2000-2001 
Kaiser Plant Explosion Litigation, 2001 
Allen Parish Chemical Spill Litigation, 2001 
Zeh-Noh Grain Dust Litigation 2002 
Iraqi Property Claims Commission (Green Zone, Baghdad) 2004-2005 
Elton Rice Class Settlement, 2007 
Calcasieu Refinery, 2007 
Waterworks District #5, 2011 


